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Along with catching up on his reading, Bill will
be working on two articles this summer, one
about Jesmyn Ward's Salvage the Bones and
another about the film, Unforgiven. On top of
that, he will try to make progress on the novel
he has been writing.  

Alan recently had two poems appear in this year’s Dead of Winter anthology,
published by Milk & Cake Press. The poems—"Rust-Belt Winter” and “A Rust-

Belt Warming”—were indeed written in the dead of winter, and “A Rust-Belt
Warming” was written late at night while



During the spring semester, David continued the book tour for The
Beginning Was the End: Devo in Ohio, published by the University of
Akron Press, with readings and talks at Cincinnati's Monli
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https://greenbookcleveland.org/locations/cosmopolitan/
https://greenbookcleveland.org/locations/cosmopolitan/
https://sites.google.com/view/the-ins-and-outs-of-the-cosmop/home-page-dig-it
https://humanscienceandculture.wordpress.com/
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Featuring Jim Wallace

During my time as an instructor at UA, I have taught a lot of students (in the thousands) and
gotten to know them along the way. Consequently, I can remember a lot of the "firsts": first time
that I taught someone older than me (1990); first set of twins in the same class (girls from
Wadsworth in the mid-1990's); the first student whose parents were younger than me (spring of
1995); even the first mother/son pairing (I had Mary in 94-95, and her son Rayde in spring of
2000). I was beginning to think that there weren't a whole lot of "firsts" left for me, but isn't that
always when one more comes along? 

In the fall of '23, I got a note from the contact DL-guidance counselor, Melinda Weakland, at
Springfield High School regarding the students joining the DL section remotely due to the school
being closed for state testing. At the end of the message, there was a note from Ms. Weakland: 

“Have you been at UA long? I was a student there starting in the fall of 1988 and you look kind of
familiar.”  

Despite what Workday says, my initial date of hire is 8/88, so it was feasible (not something I'm
quick to admit). It took a little searching, but she was able to confirm that she had had me for 111
in the fall of 1988 in East Hall (If you're wondering where East Hall is, well, it would be directly
across Union St. from Olin Hall, except they tore it down in 1996 and closed that section of Union
St. around the same time). Her memory of the class was that it was fun but difficult, and her
memory of me was "You looked so young." (Not sure how to take that, but we'll call it a
compliment). 

So, that's my latest first. I'd say there aren't likely to be any more, but who knows?
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Thank you for all of your efforts and energy this past spring
semester. From my office next to the faculty mailboxes, I

appreciated the foot traffic and lively banter in the halls, and
was grateful to everyone who visited the department and

stopped by to say hello. Even with a few late cold snaps, we had
a beautiful spring, and campus was looking its very best in time

for graduation pictures. 

One highlight of the Spring 2024 semester was traSdn s nr ar trarrn0
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https://aceweb.uakron.edu/CourseStatus.awp?&course=A24U20330O1


https://www.facebook.com/uaenglishdept
https://www.linkedin.com/in/english-dept-u-of-a-91a452232
https://www.instagram.com/englishdeptuakron/

